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“In its relatively short existence since the summer 
of 2010, the Dragonfly Foundation has dramatically 
impacted care for our patients by bringing comfort and 
fun to the bedside on our wards and in our clinics. 
The foundation has touched innumerable lives of our 
patients and families with visiting celebrities and in-
hospital events, purchase of laptops for links to families 
and schools events, development of family support 
packets and amenities, new toys and books - the list is 
extraodinary for such a new organization. The Dragonfly 
Foundation has had ambitious goals, and has always 
come through for our patients and families.”

Cincinnati Children’s Hospital Medical Center’s 
Cancer & Blood Diseases Institute & Dragonfly 
serve patients from all around the world.

John P. Perentesis, MD, FAAP
Director, Division of Oncology and Cancer Programs
Executive Co-Director, Cancer and Blood Diseases Institute
Cincinnati Children’s Hospital Medical Center

Christine & Jim Neitzke’s youngest son Matt was diagnosed with Stage 3 
Hodgkin’s Lymphoma (a form of cancer) in February 2010. They almost 
lost him twice due to complications. During this time, the Neitzkes, and 
their older son Sam, were fortunate to have the support of family, friends 
and community. Most surprising were the strangers who performed acts 
of kindness along the way. Ria Davidson, Christine’s friend for more 
than 20 years, was one of the people who helped the family through this 
terribly dark time.

“We were fortunate,” said Christine Neitzke, “we had people who dedicated themselves to making Matt and our family 
smile. We know that other kids and families are not as lucky.”

Ria Davidson added, “With so many kids and families suffering, we couldn’t look away.”

Both Christine and Ria, have experienced the challenges of managing the care of a patient with cancer, both in the 
hospital and at home. Seeing a need for families and hospitals to receive more support, they decided to form The 
Dragonfly Foundation in August 2010. Their efforts have resulted in changing the paradigm of patient care.

our story

47 sTATEs | 28 CounTriEs

helping young patients in our  
community and beyond.
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our Volunteers have poured Their hearts and souls into our 
Mission. we Could not do what we do without Them!
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4 served More Than 600 registered dragonfly patients And 2,500 
of Their immediate family Members
4 supported More Than 22,000 in-patient Encounters
4 raised Awareness About The importance of Emotional Care 
4 Built A growing Community of support for Young patients And  

Their families
4 Minimized the psychological pain And fear Young patients 

Experience with hair loss As A result of Chemotherapy 
Treatment    
4 Educated supporters About The Challenges of Cancer & Bone 

Marrow Transplants
4 partnered with related organizations, including hoxworth Blood  

Center, Be The Match, And More
4 reinvested More Than $2 Million into The greater Cincinnati 
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513/494-6474
dragonfly.org
To donate or To Become A fundraiser, Text wings to 71777.

“god BlEss Your orgAnizATion for inCluding MY grAndson YEsTErdAY AT ThE BAsEBAll EVEnT. i CAnnoT BEgin To 
ExplAin how inCrEdiBlE This wAs for hiM And his sisTEr.”

“iT wAs so grEAT To sEE so MAnY of ThosE wE loVE YEsTErdAY. wE ArEn’T fAMilY in ThE TYpiCAl sEnsE. wE ArE fAMilY 
BY diAgnosis And loVE. ThAnK You for CrEATing ThE drAgonflY foundATion. ThAnK You To ThE VolunTEErs who puT in 
CounTlEss hours To MAKE ThE piCniC hAppEn. ThAnK You To ThE sponsors who proVidEd AMAzing ChArACTErs, food, 
drinKs, MusiC, ETC ETC. iT wAs pErfECT! ... iT’s BEEn so rough lATElY And wE nEEdEd A dAY of ToTAl loVE And lAughTEr. 
so ThAnK You. for All You do. =|=“

thiS publicAtion mAde poSSible by the SuppoRt of:

Every dragonfly needs a place to land, besides the hospital or home. we have created a place where different isn’t different, 
where dragonflies can find joy and forget about everything, if only for a short while. The dragonfly foundation is working to 
double the size of The landing, so that we can serve more patients/families and meet the special requests of the hospitals we 
serve. for more information and to support this innovative cancer care model, please visit BuildThelanding.org.


